The Four elements are inherently empty and all things are illusory.

Dust is light and grass is frail. How is human life any different? ...

People everywhere are in great need of Buddhism’s truths.

—— Lady Clara Cheung Lin-kok
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Tung Link Kok Yuen, Hong Kong

A Compassionate Wish to Benefit Others

Tung Lin Kok Yuen was built in Hong Kong in 1935 by Lady Clara Ho Tung
(née Cheung Lin Kok), wife of Sir Robert Ho Tung. She was guided by the ideals
of propagating the Buddha-Dharma and benefiting sentient beings, as well as
promoting education and nurturing talent. The institution played a pivotal role
in the history of Buddhism'’s development in Hong Kong. It took its name from a

combination of “Ho Tung” and "“Cheung Lin Kok.”

Lady Clara had been raised by her family to believe in Buddhism. From an
early age, she honored the Three Gems of Buddha, Dharma and Sangha. Having
witnessed the impermanence of life amid her own recitations of sutras and
reverencing the Buddha, she came to understand the pain and misfortunes of the
world, as well as love and hatred. She felt deeply that life was ephemeral, like a
dream or a bubble, and that only Buddhism could enable people to be at peace and
joyful. Therefore during the turbulent times of China’s early Republican era, Lady
Clara did not limit herself to a life of luxury, but was constantly mindful of her own

compassionate wish to benefit others according to the teachings of the Buddha.
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Lady Clara Cheung Lin-kok Sir Robert Ho Tung

The Original Inspiration of Tung Lin Kok Yuen
Making 48 Great Vows, Amitabha Buddha established a Pure Land - the

Western Land of Bliss — to help countless sentient beings escape the sea of
suffering. For many years, Lady Cheung Lin Kok had devoted herself especially to
the Pure Land path, reciting the name of Amitabha Buddha day and night, without
let-up. Her daily prostrations before the Buddha numbered in the dozens. She acted
according to her beliefs and manifested the spirit of Amitabha Buddha in this world.
Tung Lin Kok Yuen, which she built with personal resources, provided spiritual
comfort to the public. Such actions manifested her wish and vision to promote the

Dharma and help others compassionately.

Buddhism may have had a long history in Hong Kong, but its monasteries had
always been in remote, rural areas. The establishment of Tung Lin Kok Yuen was
akin to the rise of a Pure Land in the heart of the city. Its distinctive architectural
design blended modern features of the time with the traditional style of Chinese
temples. Its exterior was like a ship of wisdom, passing through the “red dust” of the
world and ferrying sentient beings to the shore of enlightenment. The first Buddhist
temple on Hong Kong Island, it was also the territory’s first free school for girls.
Tung Lin Kok Yuen has stood for over 80 years, but its commitment to Lady Clara’s
original inspiration to benefit beings through Dharma propagation and education

remains undimmed.

TUNG LIN KOK YUEN, CANADA SOCIETY
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Propagating the Dharma and Nurturing Education

Tung Lin Kok Yuen, Canada Society was established in 1994. Situated on the

east side of Vancouver, it is located in readily accessible Victoria Drive.

In the early 1990s, there was a marked increase in the number of Chinese
immigrants to Canada. Robert H.N. Ho, then-chairman of Tung Lin Kok Yuen,
Canada Society, built a Dharma center in Vancouver to serve the community's
spiritual needs. By doing so, he fulfilled an aspiration of his grandmother, Lady Clara
Ho Tung, to propagate the Dharma and benefit beings by promoting Buddhism

internationally.

The premises of Tung Lin Kok Yuen, Canada Society is a two-storey
contemporary building of over 20,000 square feet. Tranquil and stylishly dignified,

they function as a center of Buddhist learning and education. It has a Worship

'\uu.‘,«

ST TRMPLE |

Hall, Longevity Hall (Hall of the Medicine Buddha), Meditation Hall, Ancestral Hall,
Conference Hall and Multi-Purpose Hall. Besides regular activities such as traditional
Dharma services and collective practice, the Yuen hosts Buddhism courses and
lectures as well as arts & culture events, including exhibitions, and special-interest

classes. These are its services for the community.

In April 2001, Lin Kok Manor was built for the spiritual care of the

neighborhood'’s elderly residents. It provides residential units to senior citizens.

Activities Overview

Ceremonies and rituals: Sundays; the Ist and |5th day of each lunar month
Lectures: Insight sharing by distinguished Dharma teachers and Buddhist scholars
Buddhism classes: Dharma instruction in Chinese and English

Special interests: Computer studies, Chinese painting, calligraphy, Chinese zither,

vegetarian cooking and Tai Chi.
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